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Hello Everyone!!  

Happy New Year to all. Well, will 2009 be a great financial comeback or just more talk and 

more politics with  no results until election time? Hopefully p resident Obama can pull us out 

of this slump.  

 With 2008 behind us it was a good year for the club our membership has grown to 250 .  

Thanks to all involved and our attendance  at the shows has held steady if not improved. The 

snow has been almost never ending.  If you f eel that it is unsafe to attend one of our shows, 

please use common sense, some of us only live minutes from the K nights of Columbus H all , 

so it easy for us to be there, others travel some distance.  If you want to know how the 

conditions are call myself or Hal and April we can let you know.   So far we have had just 

under 300 scouts registered and complete the course and it was only our 4th class.  With 

many thanks going to Patti Finner and the American Numism atic Association and all their  

support and help w ith th is program, also many of our members and dealers with all their 

many donations . Without their  support the club could not do some of the things we do at no 

cost to members or minimal cost at most.  
The gold and silver show will be coming up very quickly .  If you need info on tables contact 

Vic Drajem or Hal and April or Louis Resolfsk for info and you can also look on our web site 

http://www.the -bna.com . 

This past December our club along with the N.F.C.C. club lost a dear friend, Frank Munzi , he 

will be greatly missed by both clubs.  

Also the 2009 membership dues will be coming due.  We hope you will r enew your 

membership .  We know times are tough and not getting much better , but we would like to 

keep you as a member and hope you enjoy the benefits of membership in the B.N.A.  If you 

are a member of the B.N.A.  and are not receiving the newsletter, let us know , so we can 

resolve the problem.  If you have an email address and would pr efer to receive the 

newsletter via email, contact Alan Tomilo.   We want to make sure everyone knows what is 

going on if you can't attend the shows or meetings. 

 -Thanks Eddie- 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌ 

Buffalo Numismatic Association Inc. 

Membership News  

Many members have renewed their dues for next year. I 

thank you for that. It is also a big help to Alan, our 

newsletter editor. For those of you who are considering 

doing the same thing, the best is for you to send your 

check to me directly c/o Lazer Tree Grafics, 6589 Main St., 

Williamsville, NY 14221. You need to do this if you have a 

green membership card which expires 2/2009. Your other 

alternative is to bring your dues to the  Third Sunday 

Bourse at the K of C on Union in Cheektowaga January 

18th or February 16th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dues are still the same: regular is $15.00, senior (65 & 

over) or junior (11-18) - just $10.00 and family (member & 

spouse) - $25.00. If you have questions or need 

information you can reach me at 716-633-4104 Monday 

thru Friday - 10 to 5, Saturdays 10-1 or leave a message at 

716-634-0668. You could also email me at 

vzerhsw3@verizon.net 

The winners of the 26 issues of Numismatic News from 

the December Coin Show are Jim Gerstung and Dr. 

Geoffrey Hobika.  

Welcome to new member Robert Mizzoni.  
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Jan. 22 - Meeting at 7:30 at Polish Falcons in 

Depew/ Auction/ Refreshments/ Mini -

Bourse 

Feb. 15 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

Feb. 26 - Meeting at 7:30 at Polish Falcons in 

Depew/ Auction/ Refreshments/ Mini -

Bourse 

March 8 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

April 17 -19 Gold & Silver Expo 2009 at Fairgrounds 

N.Y. Lottery Expo Bldg, Hamburg.  

May 17 18th Annual Get -Together Show at Knights 

of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

The B.N.A. and the Niagara Frontier Coin Club have lost 

a most vibrant member. Frank Munzi served as treasurer 

of the N.F.C.C. He was on the Gold & Silver Committee. 

He was the one who got the ball rolling when we started 

planning the big shows. When we found out the 

measurements of the halls he would produce the layouts 

to show how much room we had for tables , etc. And 

things just flowed from there.  

Frank was one of a kind. He was always there when 

anyone needed his help or expertise. Family and friends 

alike could always count on Frank for immediate help 

and advice. He was fun to be with and had a very warm 

personality.  

%ÙÈÕÒɀÚɯ×ÈÚÚÐÕÎɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÏÖlidays this year leaves a 

great void in so many lives.  

 

B.N.A. Calenda r 

In  M emoriam  
 )ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƝȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱɯɯÉàɯTheresa Hjalmarson 

 

It's time again for anoth er year of Monthly Coin  Shows. 

We had a great year in 2008 and expect 2009 to be full of 

fun and learning  for dealers and collectors. We have a full 

house again. We have 56 tables rented with 33 dealers. 

Table rental is due by February and your membership 

dues expire at the end of February. Remember your 

Membership in the BNA needs to be current to get the 

table discount. Dues are to be turned in to Rolf or Terry 

Hjalmarson.  

 

FROM THE BOURSE CHAIRS  
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January 2009 ȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȱɯ!àɯHal & April Folckemer 

#ÌÈÙɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯȱȭȭ 

)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƝȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱɯɯÉàɯGeorge A. Mingle 

 
 
Again I'm sending in my ad for advertising my show this 

àÌÈÙȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÏÖÞɯ(ɀÔɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÐÚɯ3ÏÌɯ3ÏÖÜÚÈÕËɯ(ÚÓÈÕËÚɯ

International Postcard, Coin, Stamp, Gem, Mineral, Paper, 

Sport Card and Non-Sport Card and Collectible Show in 

Clayton, NY.  

I'm appealing to any new dealers to set up at this show this 

year. With a city as big as Buffalo, N.Y. and the number of 

dealers there, I'm surprised that there aren't more dealers 

selling their coins at the Clayton show in July. It's a two and 

a half day show, with the half day for setting up. The show 

runs on Sat. from 9-5 and Sun. from 9-2. I even lowered my 

table prices. One table will remain at $50.00, but each 

additional front table is now $30.00 instead $40.00 dollars. 

All back -up tables in your booth are $25.00 or bring your 

own. My rental fee for the arena is $1600.00 for the 

weekend, but I'm willing to cut into my profit to keep the 

show going. 

The Thousand Islands area is a gold mine in the summer 

because it's a resort area with short traveling time from all 

parts of New York State. It's also an international show, 

because Canada is just 25 miles away. This area has many 

family -oriented sites to see and visit. You have the best of 

both worlds here, a show to sell your wares and a vacation 

spot that's not too expensive to travel to. 

I have noticed that a lot of shows that I have attended in the 

past have folded or are no longer being held. I'm also seeing 

a lot of dealers consolidating what particular shows they 

will attend, weeding out certain others. I still do shows in 

Albany, Syracuse and Buffalo, but I have ventured into 

Antique, Bottle, Postcard and Coin shows. I cut back on 

some shows, but opened my avenues to some new show 

adventures that are very rewarding. Like everyone else I 

pinch the penny traveling wisely to these locations. l even 

share expenses at some shows with another dealer, which 

helps to cut the cost. I plan my vacation around certain 

shows to make them more enjoyable. The gas price last year 

was a concern of mine, but look, who would have thought 

of this outcome? l'm retired with a fixed income after many 

years of teaching. My stocks are taking a severe beating 

each month, but I know tha t this economy will turn around. 

There's a bright side to every situation and this is not the 

time to give up. Retirement has given me the time to do my 

second favorite thing, sell stuff at shows and I'm enjoying it.  

Well, enough about me and this fruitles s world. It's like the 

weather; if you don't like it wait an hour because it'll 

change. What I am I saying, take a chance on the Clayton 

show this year. You'll love the warm friendly atmosphere 

that exists here. It may be a fun family experience. Thank 

you. 
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If I were rich, I would specialize in Seated Liberty silver 

dollars.  The coins are large and impressive, showing off 

the Seated design as it meant to look.  They are scarce, 

many having been melted; no one can be sure how many 

remain from the original mintages.  The coins are 

historical, covering some of the most important years in 

American history, including the Civil War years.  There 

are major rarities to keep you looking, and the coin is 

available in different stages of preservation, including a 

few proof specimens. 

Some say Liberty Seated, others, Seated Liberty.  

6ÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯÕÖÔÌÕÊÓÈÛÜÙÌɯàÖÜɯ×ÙÌÍÌÙȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÚÌÛɯ

to assemble. 

Type collectors can aspire to own two major types of 

these dollars: those with and without the familiar motto, 

Ɂ(Õɯ&ÖËɯ6Ìɯ3ÙÜÚÛɂȭɯɯ"ÖÔ×ÓÌÛÐÚÛÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÖÙÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ

large coin budget, can add one of the Gobrecht dollars of 

1836, 1838, or 1839.   The earlier dates were probably 

patterns, although many show signs of circulation; I have 

seen one in worn very Good condition .   ("ÖÕɀÛɯÖÕɯ×ÎɯƘ)  

In the last edition, I wrote  an article about how I got started 

in coin collecting.  I hoped it would spark an interest in other 

members to tell how they got started in the hobby.  I have 

received a couple of responses, off to a great start.  Send your 

story to me and I will share it in the newsletter.  

If you want to rece ive the newsletter by email, contact me at 

674-5924 or by email at, buftat@verizon.net 

Any  articles or feedback is appreciated. 

- T. Alan Tomilo  - 

Morin Post Coin & Stamp Bourse  

 

The year was 1956, maybe 1957, and I was ten years old.  

My father  was then working as a moving man.   One day, he 

came home from work  and gave me a silver dollar that he'd 

found inside an old  trunk.   Back then, silver dollars were 

still encountered in circulation, and I'd seen them before.   

Yet, the one that my father had given me looked different 

than most.  I noticed that the date was not in th e 1900's or 

even 1800's.  It was dated 1795!  Looking at some coin books 

at the local library, I found it listed.   Since it was well worn, 

I estimated its value at maybe $40 back then.  I then saw 

that many coins were listed at values being well above face 

value.  Armed with this knowledge, I began looking for old 

coins in circulation.   My paper route offered opportunity, 

and a few customers who knew that I was looking even 

gave me an occasional, old coin as a tip.  A few years later, I 

traded that 1795 dollar to a local minister.   In return, I 

received dozens of old coins, including a 1914-D Lincoln 

cent to fill one of the tougher holes in my then almost 

full  album.  Thereafter, I studied coins and even attended a 

club.  It wasn't long before a local coin shop owner recruited 

me to help out in his new shop.   Unfortunately,  he got 

busted for bookmaking, and I got interested in girls ... but, 

don't get me started on that! 

 

Your Newsletter  

 

B.N.A. ELECTIONS  

January 2009ȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȱ.ȱȱȭɯɯÉàɯBill Groom  
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The Morin Post Bourse at 965 Center Rd, West Seneca, is 

going strong.  Bourse times are 10AM ɬ 3PM, for info or 

table rentals, contact Glenn Annalora (716-433-7028) or 

Victor Drajem (716-656-8080).   2009 dates as follows: 

January 25  February 22 

March 22  April 25  

 

'ÖÞɯ(ɯ&ÖÛɯ2ÛÈÙÛÌËɯȱȭ 

At our next meeting on January 22nd we will be making a 

slight change. Officers will remain the same for President 

(Ed Blowers), Treasurer (Jim Gerstung) and Secretary 

(Theresa Hjalmarson), however, since Carl Miller stepped 

down from the Vice Presidency, Brian Delmont (only 

candidate) was nominated for that position. On the 22nd we 

will see Brian Delmont sworn in as Vice President of the 

B.N.A. 

N.C.C.C. Schedule 

 )ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƝȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱɯɯÉàɯTheresa Hjalmarson 

 
Meetings of the Niagara Frontier Coin Club are held on  

the third Monday of the month all year long at the B.P.O. 

Elks Club located behind the Outlet Mall in Niagara 

Falls, NY at 1805 Factory Outlet Blvd. which is just off the 

Thruway directly behind the Mall. A very brief business 

meeting will get underway at  about 7:15 P.M. or so, 

followed by a coin auction. A special drawing will find 

three or four lucky members taking home a numismatic 

prize. Anyone who wishes to come earlier (view the 

auction material) or stay later to socialize is welcome to 

do so. 

Of late N.F.C.C. membership has been on the rise and 

new members can join any time. Subsequent meetings are 

scheduled for February 16th, March 16th and April 20th. 

6ÌɀËɯÈÓÓɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯÏÖ×ÌɯàÖÜɯ

would consider membership in the N.F.C.C.  

DonɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÏÌɯ-ȭ%ȭ"ȭ"ȭɯ"ÖÓÓÌÊÛÖÙÚɀɯ2ÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÌÒÌÕËɯ

of February 7th & 8th 2009. The bourse will be held at the 

ÚÈÔÌɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ"ÓÜÉɀÚɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɭB.P.O. Elks, 1805 

Factory Outlet Blvd. in Niagara Falls, N.Y. Hours will be 

Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. and Sunday, 10:00 A.M. 

to 4:00 P.M. Hope to see you there! 

Liberty Seated Dollars  
January ƖƔƔƝȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȱȭȱȱȭɯɯÉàɯ&ÐÕÎÌÙɯ1È×ÚÜÚ 
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The reverse is different, bearing a design of an eagle in 

flight, amid stars or a plain field.  Peter the eagle, the 

Philadelphia Mint mascot, wa s the model for the majestic 

bird.  

The obverse shows the Liberty Seated design; she is seated 

on a rock, holding a Phrygian cap on a pole, one hand 

ÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯÈɯÚÏÐÌÓËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯɁ+ÐÉÌÙÛàɂȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌÙɀÚɯ

name is shown directly under the base of the design, quite 

prominently, so prominently that it was later changed to 

the name on the base.  Liberty may be surrounded by stars, 

or may appear in a plain field with no stars.  The no -star 

design gives the coin a lovely cameo effect, especially in the 

higher gr ades. 

Circulation strikes were made from 1840-1873.  Coins were 

struck at Philadelphia, New Orleans, San Francisco, and 

Carson City.  The highest mintage came in 1872 (1.1 million) 

and the low point in 1852 (1,100).  Some proofs are known; 

all are rare.  Many of these large silver coins show evidence 

of cleaning, with unnatural coloring, toning, and hairlines.  

Some Seated dollars are beautifully toned in shimmering 

colors.  Some show proof-like surfaces underneath heavy 

toning.  Some are quite worn, provin g they were circulating 

coins that did the job they were made to do ɬ to be used as 

money. 

The scarcest of the no-motto coins are the 1851, 1852, and 

1858; the next scarcest are the 1854 and 1855.  Type 

collectors who desire a common date, just as an example of 

the design, may choose 1859-O, 1860-O, or 1846.  The two 

New Orleans dates showed up in the famous mint release 

of 1962-63, with quite a few known in Mint State.  

In 1976, it was revealed that a New York collector ordering 

a silver dollar from the GSA  holdings received not a 

Morgan or Peace dollar, but a 1864 Seated dollar. 

The transition from dollars with motto to dollars without 

motto produced a million -dollar rarity: the 1866 no-motto 

dollar.  Only two are known, and one was stolen and 

missing for m any years. 

Carson City Mint fans have four issues to pick from in this 

series: 1870, 1871, 1872 and 1873.  All are scarce, with the 

1873 the rarest.  Actually, any Seated dollar bearing the 

ÍÈÔÖÜÚɯɁ""ɂɯÔÐÕÛÔÈÙÒɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯÐÛÌÔɯÈÕËɯÈɯÚÖÜÙÊÌɯÖÍɯ

pride i n any set.  Even a worn coin is a piece of history, 

reminding the student of the Comstock Lode and the Old 

West.  Another famous rarity is a part of this collection, and 

one of the no-motto coins.  The 1870-S dollar was probably 

made as a presentation piece for those attending the 

opening of the San Francisco Mint.  The total mintage figure 

is unknown.  Perhaps a dozen exist today, and maybe one 

lurks in the cornerstone of the Mint.  One turned up in a 

ÉÈÙÛÌÕËÌÙɀÚɯÏÖÈÙËɯÐÕɯÕÖÙÛÏÌÙÕɯ"ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɯÚÖÔÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖ. >> 

ȱ  The appearance of a 1870-S dollar at auction is a real 

cause for excitement among specialists in this field, silver 

dollar collectors, and historians.  No Seated Liberty Dollar 

set is complete without this coin!  

Perhaps there never will be a really complete Seated Liberty 

Dollar set, for the last coin on the list is completely 

unknown.  No specimen of the 1873-S has ever come to 

light, despite a record mintage of 700.  A rumor circulated 

some years ago that one had turned up, in pretty bad shape, 

as it had supposedly been used as a teether for a baby!  This 

was never verified, and the coin is still unknown.  Maybe 

the entire mintage was melted, or maybe the 700 coins 

struck were not dated 1873.  Maybe one will show up 

sometime in a forgotten hoard, who knows?  

Yes, complete sets do exist.  This writer had the pleasure of 

viewing two such sets, and a partial set, at a major 

convention the past few years. 

A high grade set of Seated Liberty Dollars, including a 

lovely 1870-S, was on display at the FUN show a few years 

ago.  The set was being offered for sale as a complete set, to 

the tune of $1.5 million.  Seems like a bargain now!  I 

ÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÌËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÞÖÙÛÏɯÈɯÛÙÐ×ɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÚÛate to see 

such a great collection. 

3ÏÌɯ - ɯ6ÖÙÓËɀÚɯ%ÈÐÙɯÖÍɯ,ÖÕÌàɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÈɯ

Seated Liberty Dollar set purchased at the show.  The coins 

were housed in an old-fashioned brown cardboard holder 

with sliding panels, showing both sides of each coin.   A 

worn 1836 Gobrecht Dollar led off this set, with Mint State 

examples of 1859-O and 1860-O standing out.  Perfect type 

coins, and undoubtedly refugees from the Treasury Hoard.  

Many of the coins were sold before the weekend was over. 

The finest known set of these dollars was proudly displayed 

ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙÓËɀÚɯ%ÈÐÙɯÖÍɯ,ÖÕÌàɯÐÕɯ/ÐÛÛÚÉÜÙÎÏɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƘȭɯɯ ɯÍÜÓÓɯ

color brochure was available, featuring large photos of the 

coins, for those who wanted a closer look.  Many of the 

coins were the finest known, or close to finest known, of the 

date.  Some collectors visited the display more than once, to 

admire, and to dream. 

When you compare the mintage figures and estimates of 

known coins, you realize that there really is no such thing 

ÈÚɯÈɯɁÊÖÔÔÖÕɂɯ2ÌÈÛÌËɯ+ÐÉÌÙÛàɯDollar.  Some are easier to 

find than others, but compared to modern coins, these 

Dollars are indeed scarce.  One of my favorite dates is the 

1872-2ȭɯɯ(ÛɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÓÖÞɯÔÐÕÛÈÎÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÊÖÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÜÊÏɯ

more than its common brothers.  Those who aspire to 

completing a set of Seated Liberty Dollars are numismatists 

who appreciate the beauty of coin design, history, and some 

of the scarcest coins available.  They have the satisfaction of 

owning rare coins that few others can have, coins that have 

a historical ÝÈÓÜÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌËɯÐÕɯËÖÓÓÈÙÚɯÈÕËɯ

cents. 

 

+ÐÉÌÙÛàɯ2ÌÈÛÌËɯ#ÖÓÓÈÙÚɯȱɯÊÖÕɀÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÎɯƗ 
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