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Hello Everyone!!  

I hope everyone had a safe and fun summer break all the kids are back in school and 

the football season has started so has the coin show season, our first show is on 

September 21st at the Knights of Columbus Hall on Union Road & William in 

Cheektowaga. Doors open at 10:00 am and the auction starts at 2:00 pm, the show 

usually ends about 3:30, (after the auction it clears out fast).  The next meeting is  on 

September 25th at the Polish Falcons Hall at 445 Columbia Dr. in Depew.  The meeting 

starts at 7:30 pm, members start to meet at 7:00 pm.  There is also a small auction 

following the meeting.   Members may submit up to 5 items for this auction .   I will 

make sure we have the submission forms there. The September meeting is also the 

nominations meeting , so if you would like to run for an office please show up so you 

can be nominated for the upco ming elections.  It is a 2 year term, next year wi ll be the 

board of directors. 

The summer picnic was a gorgeous afternoon.  We had about 50 members and their 

families attend, there was plenty of food and goodies for everyone. Thank you to all 

that attended. We already ÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯpicnic.  We will try to get the 

same place again and thank you Louis for taking on the grilling duties.  

The big October show is fast approaching; it is October 4-5th at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall.  I f you have raffle tickets to turn in you can bring them to  the 

September show or meeting and turn them in .  If you did not recei ve them in the mail , 

they will be available at the front door of the shows.  Please help out by selling a couple 

of the tickets to your  family and friends.   You have good odds at winning a very 

worthwhile prize.  
The April 2009 Gold and Silver Expo is moving along and will be in Hamburg N.Y. 

Fairgrounds in the Expo Building , it's the building right behind the huge agri -center 

building .  Space is limited and will go fast , contact Vic Drajem at G.D.K. Coins for more 

info on tables and events.  We are also going to be doing the Boy Scout Merit Badge 

classes at both the October and April shows. The October Boy Scout class has limited 

space available, contact Jim Bucki of West Seneca at 674-7870. 

I would like to address a safety concern for our  monthly and big shows .  If you are not 

a dealer with a table for that event, you are not allowed on the bourse floor until the 

doors open at 10:00 AM. Exceptions include:  people with an early bird pass, current 

officers of the B.N.A. or co-sponsoring club.  Others will be asked to leave. 

NO EXCEPTIONS  it is for everyone's safety. 
 Lets have a great and fun season for 2008-2009. 

-Thanks Eddie- 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌ 

Buffalo Numismatic Association Inc. 

Membership News  

Welcome to Peter Cappa who joined the B.N.A. over the 

summer. A hearty welcome back to Chris Young, 

Timothy Dykstra and Richard Fetzer whose 

memberships had lapsed and have once again joined the 

B.N.A. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dues can be sent to Membership Chairman Rolf Hjalmarson, 

c/o Lazer Tree Grafics, 6589 Main St., Williamsville, NY 

14221. Regular membership is $15.00, seniors (65 & older) 

and juniors (11-18 years of age) are $10.00. 

Call Rolf at 716-633-4104 Monday thru Friday (10-5) if you 

have any concerns. Or you can email him at 

vzerhsw3@verizon. net 
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U.S. coins have changed many times since the Coinage 

Act of 1792, which adopted the dollar  as the standard 

monetary unit.  Silver dollars have been minted and 

issued at various times since 1794. Dollar coins were 

discontinued in 1935,  then resumed in 1971 with the 

introduction of the silverless Eisenhower dollar. The 

silverless Susan B. Anthony coin, honoring the famed 

women's suffrage advocate, replaced the Eisenhower 

dollar in 1979. A new dollar coin authorized in 1997 

replaced the Susan B. Anthony coins in 2000. The new 

coin depicts Sacagawea, the Native American woman 

whose presence was essential to the success of the Lewis 

and Clark expedition. The coin has a copper core clad in 

an alloy of copper, zinc, manganese, and nickel, which 

gives the coin a golden color. 

Half -dollars virtually disappeared from circulation 

following the introduction, in 1964, of the Kennedy half -

dollar. Despite the fact that huge quantities were 

produced, the half -dollar remained scarce in general 

circulation through 1970. Silverless halves first appeared 

in 1971. 

Other coin denominations in common use today are the 

25-cent, 10-cent, five-cent, and one-cent pieces, familiarly 

known as the quarter, dime, nickel, and penny.  

The composition of U.S. coins has changed considerably 

over the past few decades. Because of a growing 

worldwide silver shortage, the Coinage Act of 1965 

authorized a change in the composition of dimes, 

quarters, and half-dollars, which had been 90 percent 

silver. Silver  was eliminated from the dime and the 

quarter. The half-dollar's silver content was reduced to 40 

percent and, after 1970, was eliminated altogether. 

In 1981 Congress authorized a change in the penny's 

composition, abandoning the 95 percent copper and 5 

percent zinc alloy used for decades. The one-cent piece is 

now copper -plated zincɭ97.5 percent zinc and 2.5 

percent copper. The old and new pennies look virtually 

identical, but the new coin is about 19 percent lighter.  

U.S. coin denominations used in the past were the half-

cent, two-cent, three-cent, and 20-cent pieces, as well as a 

small silver coin called a half -dime. Gold coins in 

denominations of $1, $2.50 ("Quarter Eagle"), $3, $5 ("Half 

Eagle"), $10 ("Eagle"), and $20 ("Double Eagle") were used 

from 1795 until 1933. 

  

The Mint  
The U.S. Mint, which makes all U.S. coins, was 
established by Congress in 1792 and became an operating 

 
bureau of the Treasury Department in 1873. 

The Philadelphia Mint has been in continuous operation 

since 1792. The Denver Mint began its coinage operations in 

1906. The West Point, New York, and San Francisco Mints 

gained official Mint status in 1988. Originally an assay office, 

the San Francisco Mint is the primary production facility for 

proof coins. The West Point Mint, once used exclusively as a 

bullion depository, is now the Mint's chief producer of gold 

coins. 

U.S. coins typically bear a mint mark showing which mint 

produced them. Coins minted in Philadelphia bear a P or no 

mint mark; those minted in Denver, a D; in San Francisco, an 

S; and in West Point, a W. Although the Coinage Act of 1965 

specified that no mint marks would be used for five years, 

Congress authorized in late 1967 that mint marks be 

resumed. The marks reappeared on regular coinage in 1968. 

Several branch mints are no longer in operation. These mints 

were located in Carson City, Nevada (mint mark, CC); 

Charlotte, North Carolina (C); Dahlonega, Georgia (D); and 

New Orleans, Louisiana (O). 

  

Design  
The Director of the Mint selects designs for U.S. coins with 

the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, although 

Congress may prescribe a coin design. A design may not be 

changed more often than every 25 years unless Congress 

determines otherwise. 

Emblems All of the U.S. coins currently minted portray past 

U.S. Presidents. They are the Lincoln one-cent piece, adopted 

in 1909; the 25-cent piece portraying Washington, first 

minted in 1932; the five-cent piece honoring Jefferson, 

adopted in 1938; the Franklin D. Roosevelt dime, introduced 

in 1946; and the Kennedy half-dollar, which appeared in 

1964. 

The 50 States Quarters Program Act of 1997 provides for the 

redesign of the reverse side of quarters to depict emblems of 

each of the 50 states. Each year from 1999 through 2008, 

coins commemorating five states, with designs created by 

the states, will be issued in the order in which the states 

signed the Constitution or joined the Union. These quarters 

will be in general circulation, but the Mint will also sell sets 

of collector edition proof, uncirculated, and silver proof 

coins. 

"In God We Trust" The phrase was first used on the U.S. 

two -cent coin in 1864. It appeared on the nickel, quarter, 

half -dollar, and silver dollar and on the $5, $10, and $20 gold 

pieces in 1866, on the penny in 1909, and on the dime in 

1916. Dropped  from the nickel in 1883, the phrase 

reappeared on the nickel in 1938. All U.S. coins now issued 

bear the motto. 
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 Internet Article ȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯɯSubmitted by David  Vanini  
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Sept. 21 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

Sept. 25 - Meeting at 7:30 at Polish Falcons in 

Depew/ Auction/ Refreshments/ Mini -

Bourse 

Oct. 4-5 - B.N.A. Inc. Fall Convention at Knights of 

Columbus in Cheektowaga, 10am ɬ 4pm 

Oct. 19 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

Oct. 23 - Meeting at 7:30 at Polish Falcons in 

Depew/ Auction/ Refreshments/ Mini -

Bourse 

Nov. 16 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

Dec. 21 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

B.N.A. Calenda r 

If you want to receive the newsletter by email, contact me at 

674-5924 or by email at, buftat@verizon.net 

I am always looking for articles to publish, ËÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÚÏàȮɯÚÌÕËɯ

an article to me. 

ɬ T. Alan Tomilo - 

Morin Post Coin & Stamp  Bourse 

 The Morin Post Bourse at 965 Center Rd, West Seneca, will 

start ÐÛɀÚɯÍÈÓÓɯÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÚÖÖÕȭ  Bourse times are 10AM ɬ 3PM, for 

info or table rentals, contact Glenn Annalora (716-433-7028) 

or Victor Drajem (716-656-8080).  2008 fall dates as follows: 

September 28  October 26 

November 23  December 7 

 

Rolf and I made our usual trek to the Thousand Islands on a 

spur of the moment decision. We spent a day, not a 

weekend. The hall was filled or not filled (depending upon 

how you look at it) as it was last year. It seems the number 

ÖÍɯÊÖÐÕɯËÌÈÓÌÙÚɯÐÚɯËÞÐÕËÓÐÕÎȭɯ8ÖÜɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÜÛàɯ

of the area in the summertime. However, it did rain most of 

that Saturday at the end of July. 

.ÜÙɯɁÙÌÈÓɂɯÝÈÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÔÌɯÈt the end of August when we 

rode the Amtrak train to visit our daughter and her family 

in Flagstaff, Arizona. We really enjoyed our two -year-old  

ÎÙÈÕËËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯÞÏÖÔɯÞÌɯÏÈËÕɀÛɯÚÌÌÕɯÐÕɯÖÝÌÙɯÈɯàÌÈÙȭɯ6ÏÈÛɯ

energy! Our poor daughter is worn ragged since the little 

one hardly ever sleeps. 

Another highlight of the trip was our search for the Andrew 

)ÈÊÒÚÖÕɯɁ#ɂɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÐÈÓɯ#ÖÓÓÈÙÚȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÚɯÌÓÜÚÐÝÌɯin 

 ÙÐáÖÕÈɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ɂɯØÜÈÙÛÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÕɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒȭɯ ÍÛÌÙɯÈɯ

ÍÌÞɯÉÈÕÒÚɯÈÕËɯÏÌÈÙÐÕÎȮɯɁ2ÖÙÙàȮɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌÔȮɂɯÞÌɯ

finally found some . 

Your Newsletter  

 

Vacation ~ Flagstaff, AZ  

  

 

 

The Minting Process  
The first step in minting coins is the production of strips 

of metal in the proper thickness. (The U.S. Mint buys 

these strips, for all coins except pennies, from commercial 

suppliers.) Strips for pennies are zinc. Strips for nickels 

are an alloy of 75 percent copper and 25 percent nickel. 

Clad dimes, quarters, half-dollars, and dollars are 

produced from three layers of metal fused  together; the 

outer layers are the same alloy used for nickels, and the 

core is copper. 

The metal strips are fed into blanking presses, which cut 

round blanks (planchets) the approximate size of the 

finished coin. (The blanks for pennies, made of zinc, are 

coated with  copper before going on to the next step. 

Commercial companies provide the planchets for pennies 

to the Mint.) The blanks are run through  annealing 

furnaces to soften them and then through tumbling 

barrels, rotating cylinders that contain chemical solutions 

to clean and burnish the metal. Next, the blanks are 

washed and put into drying machines. Then the blanks 

go through milling or "upsetting" machines, which 

produce the raised (upset) rim. Blanks next proceed to 

the stamping or coining press. The blank is held in place 

by a ring, or collar, as it is struck under tremendous 

pressure. Pennies require about 40 tons of pressure, and 

the larger coins require proportionately more. Upper and 

lower dies stamp the design on both sides of the coin at 

the same time. Grooves inside the ring holding the blank 

form the "reeding" or ridges on the rim of finished coins, 

except for pennies and nickels, which have smooth rims. 

Commemorative Coins  
Coins to commemorate American people, places, events, 

and institutions are authorized by special  acts of 

Congress and manufactured in limited quantities. 

Commemorative coins, which may be gold, silver, or 

clad, usually sell at a premium,  so they seldom circulate 

as regular coin. 

Legislation specifies that commemorative coin programs 

must operate at no net cost to taxpayers. Surcharges 

raised from the sale of commemorative coins are 

designated for a specific purpose or for reducing the 

national  debt. 

The first commemorative coin was minted in 1892 to help 

finance the World's Columbian Exposition  in Chicago. 

Since that time many other commemorative coins have 

been issued. 

Recent commemorative coins have included 1996 
Centennial Olympic coins as well as coins honoring 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Jackie Robinson in 1997; 

Robert F. Kennedy and Crispus Attucks, an African -

American Revolutionary War patriot, in 1998; and Dolley 

Madison in 1999. 

 

 

September ƖƔƔƜȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯɯÉàɯTerry Hjalmarson  
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