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Hello Everyone!!  

I would like to thank everyone for all the help and donations for the Gold &  Silver show.  It is an awesome event, if you 

attended any of the days there was something for just about everyone to fin d and learn about, ranging from Hobo Nickels 

and Hobo Nickel carving to what the ANA is doing and working o n to reach more collectors and teach about the hobby, 

also new items coming out from the mint. We were honored to have  Patti Finner and her husband Rolli at our show 

again this year to work along with  Jim Bucki and Peter Bucki and all the other scout leaders in getting around 150-200 

scouts their merit badges for Numismatics. We had 200 chairs set up for them and had to get more. It was an awesome site 

to see. The scouts can't wait until we do the next one. I would also like to thank all the club membe rs and dealers for the 

many generous donations for the scouts both locally and nationally.  Patti Finner had many items that were donated to the 

scouting program by dealers all across the country and also many members of the professional numismatist guild and the 

ANA. W ithout this support this  program and many others would not be as successful as they are . I would also like to  

thank Hobo N ickel carver Dave Boulay for his donations of H obo Nickels, one went to a lucky scout at the show and the 

other went to a lucky raffle ticket buyer.  Dave also taught quite a few people how to carve a Hobo N ickel and the history 

behind them. I w ould also like to thank the following people for their help in making this  event happen; Jim Gerstung, Rolf 

&  Terry Hjalmarson,  Vic Drajem &  all his staff, Hal and April Folckemer, Lou &  Barb Resofsky, Brian Delmont, Joe & 

Cathy Cartonia, John & Kathy Curr,  Harold Rice &  all his staff, Frank Munzi,  Ron Zauner, Ken Brubaker &  our security 

team and the Niagara Falls Police Dept., Tim Oldenburg,  George Scholl and the Niagara Frontier Coin C lub, also Jim Bucki 

and all the folks who help him with the scouting  program,  also Jim Schicktel who is still learning and building our  BNA 

web site, and to anybody who donated time and / or resources to this event and/ or the club. I truly thank all of you for 

your  support and generosity.  

I would like to thank everyone who did an exhibit  at the Gold & Silv er show and the members of the Niagara Frontier 

Relic Hunters for bringing some of their finds , especially all the scouting items. Thanks guys. 

Our May G et-Together show is coming up, for members lunch is on the club, for non members there will be a  

 $5.00 fee for lunch. There will not be an  auction this month , so we have room for folks to enjoy their lunch.  The auctions 

will resume in June and there are no shows in July or Augu st. 

 The family picnic will be o n August 31st, I believe we will have more info at the show in May and June and at our next 

meeting on May 22nd at the Polish Falcons Hall in Depew at 7:00pm. 

 I would like to send my condolences to Norm Peters and his family on the loss of his mother and to any other me mbers 

who may have lost a loved one that we did not hear about  and to all those that are ill , get better soon. We like to see 

everyone at our many events. 

-Thanks Eddie- 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌ 

Buffalo Numismatic Association Inc. 

Non-members will pay $5.00 for their lunch.  

If not sure of your membership status  check your 

membership card. A valid card should have an expiration 

date of 2/2009 or later. Call Membership Chairman Rolf 

Hjalmarson at 716-633-4104 Monday thru Friday  (10-5) if 

you need help. Or you can email him at 

vzerhsw3@verizon.net 

Welcome to the following new members added to our 

roster so far this year:  Andy Amato, Stephen Bachan, 

David Crimmen, John Lattuca, Richard McClear  

Daniel McCloskey, Joe Scibeck, Tom Shedler, Elwood 

Snyder and Noal White.  

 

Membership News  
All dues were to be paid by February 29, 2008. About 50 

members have not renewed at this point. If you are one 

of the fifty and plan on attending the May 18th Get -

Together at the Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga, 

you need to get your dues paid up now. Send to: Rolf 

Hjalmarson, c/o Lazer Tree Grafics, 6589 Main St., 

Williamsville, NY 14221.  

According to the B.N.A. by -laws all members not paid in 

full by April 30th will be notified by mail and deleted 

from the membership roster , if their dues are not paid by 

May 31st.  If you wish to partake of the free lunch on 

May 18th you need to be paid in full.   >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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A hammer falls and the disintegration of a lifetime of 

building begins.  A nod of a head, a flick of a pencil, a 

raised numbered sign, all signal a ÉÜàÌÙɀÚɯÐÕÛÌrest in a 

particular item on the block.  Slowly, almost tediously, 

piece by piece, a major collection is dispersed.  Any 

sadness over the demise of the featured attraction of the 

gathering is overshadowed by the joy of acquisition by 

another. 

"ÖÐÕɯÈÜÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍÍÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯÙÌÛÜÙÕɯÖÕɯÈɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ

investment in time and money  spent building a showcase 

collection.  Auctions often provide the elusive rarities 

needed to complete a collection and these sales are the 

major source of supply for most  of the dealers.  Textbooks 

of numismatic knowledge are eagerly sought after as the 

coins listed therein. 

During the past several years, collectors have witnessed a 

number of outstanding sales. 
 

 

Since the symbol is more recent than the name, and the 

origins  of the latter are well understood, one might expect  

that the origins of the sign would also be known for certain 

particularly when the origin of the British pound sign, £, 

which is far older, is well -established. However that is not 

the case with regard to the dollar.  

Perhaps this is less surprising when there has been 

controversy over the origin of the sign for the European 

ÌÜÙÖȮɯȥȮɯÈɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÊà that did not come into existence until 

1999. (It has been claimed that the euro sign was invented by 

Arthur Eisenmenger  more than a quarter of a century before 

the currency was introduced). Nevertheless a number of 

theories about the origin of the dollar symbol have been 

proposed. 

The United States Abbreviation Theory  
One of the most popular theories is that the dollar sign is 

derived from the initials of the United States. If you 

superimpose a capital "U" on a capital "S" then drop the 

lower part of the "U", what you end up with is a v ersion of 

the dollar symbol with two strokes. This theory was 

endorsed by the American libertarian philosopher and 

staunch defender of capitalism, Ayn Rand, in her novel Atlas 

Shrugged. Chapter 10 is entitled the Sign of the Dollar. Rand 

claimed the dollar sign was the symbol not only of the 

currency, but also the nation, a free economy, and a free 

mind.  

 

ARE THERE COIN SHOWS IN HEAVEN?  

Presently, twenty members have requested to receive the 

newsletter by email , (ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌËɯÛÖɯÍÐÍÛàɯÖÙɯ

more.  If you want to receive the newsletter by email, send me 

an email so I can add your address to my list.  This will reduce 

the expense of mailing and printing.  Originally, I thought I 

would send it as a Word file, but have decided to send it as a 

PDF.  This should work better for both Mac & PC users.  Those 

of you who still want to receive the newsletter by traditional 

mail will continue to receive it in printed format.  If anybody 

would like to contribute, please contact me at 674-5924 or by 

email at, buftat@verizon.net 

ɬ T. Alan Tomilo - 

Morin Post Coin & Stamp Bourse  

 #ÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÙÐÕɯ/ÖÚÛɯ!ÖÜÙÚÌɯÈÛɯƝƚƙɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɯ1ËȮɯ
West Seneca, 10AM ɬ 3PM.  For info or table rentals, contact 

Glenn Annalora (716-433-7028) or Victor Drajem (716-656-

8080).  2008 dates as follows: 

March 16  September 28 

April 27   October 26 

May 25   November 23 

June 22   December 7 

 

AUCTIONS  OFFER GOOD RETURN ON COLLECTORɀS 

INVESTMENT  

 
,ÈÙÊÏɯƖƔƔƜȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯɯÉàɯ"ÈÙÓɯ,ÐÓÓÌÙ 

 
 

Your Newsletter  

,ÈÙÊÏɯƖƔƔƜȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯɯby James M. Bucki, Sr. 
(Disclaimer: Any similarity between the characte rs in this story 

and real people are purely coincidental)  

 
 
Two coin dealers were getting along in years and decide 

to make a contract between themselves to find out if 

there is coin collecting in heaven.  Vic and Carl agreed 

that who ever died first would come back to earth and 

tell the other one if there are coin shows in heaven. 

As the years passed, they reminded each other of the 

deal that they made.   

One day, Vic died.  After a few da ys, Carl was sitting by 

himself in his kitchen when suddenly he  heard a voice 

above hÐÔɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯɁ"ÈÙÓȭȭȭɯɯ"ÈÙÓȭȭȭɂ 

Ɂ5ÐÊȵɯɯ(ÚɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɂɯ"ÈÙÓɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 

Ɂ8ÌÚɂɯÚÈÐËɯÛÏÌɯÝÖÐÊÌȭ 

Ɂ6ÌÓÓȮɯÞÏÈÛɯËÐËɯàÖÜɯÍÐÕËɯÖÜÛȳɂɯÚÈÐËɯ"ÈÙÓȭ 

Ɂ(ɯÎÖÛɯÎÖÖËɯÕÌÞÚɯÈÕËɯÉÈËɯÕÌÞÚɂɯ5ÐÊɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÖËɯÕÌÞÚȳɯɯ ÙÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÊÖÐÕɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÐÕɯ

ÏÌÈÝÌÕȳɂɯÚÈÐd Carl. 

Ɂ8ÌÚɂɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËɯ5ÐÊȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯÏÜÎÌȵȵɯɯ(ÕɯÍÈÊÛȮɯÈÚɯÚÖÖÕɯÈÚɯ(ɯ

ÈÙÙÐÝÌËȮɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÔÈËÌɯÔÌɯ"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖÜÙÚÌȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÖÞȵɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÎÙÌÈÛȵɂɯÚÈÐËɯ"ÈÙÓȭɯɯɁ!ÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÈËɯ

ÕÌÞÚȳɂ 

5ÐÊɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ2Ûȭɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÛÖÓËɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÈɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯ

in the show this 2ÜÕËÈàȭɂ 

 

THE DOLLAR SIGN $ - THEORIES OF ITS ORIGINS  

 

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/euro/story/0,10818,624284,00.html
mailto:buftat@verizon.net


 

B.N.A. News 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**May 18 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga, ** 

17th Annual Get -Together Show 

May 22 - Meeting at 7:30 at Polish Falcons in 

Depew/ Auction/ Refreshments / Mini -

Bourse 

June 15 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

Aug. 31 - Summer Picnic at Stiglmeier Park 

 Losson Road, Cheektowaga 

Sept. 21 - Third Sunday Bourse & Coin Auction at 

Knights of Columbus in Cheektowaga  

B.N.A. Calender  

Show News  
Recent winners of 26 free weeks of Numismatic News drawn 

at the March 30, 2008 Bourse were members Charles Hull  

and Harold Towlson . 

Eric Foersch and Rolf Hjalmarson donated items for the 

auction, proceeds to the B.N.A. 
 

17th Annual Get -Together  
Our 17th Annual G et-Together is scheduled for May 18 

at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Admission i s free for 

members, non-members will pay an $5.00 admission 

fee.  This is an opportunity to bring a friend and 

introduce them to the world of collecting.  

Gold & Silver Over Niagara 2008 ~ Wrap -up  

 

Our annual spring convention has come and gone once 

more. The April 4 -ƚȮɯƖƔƔƜɯÚÏÖÞɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ&ÖÓËɯÈÕËɯ2ÐÓÝÌÙɯÖÝÌÙɯ

-ÐÈÎÈÙÈɂÐÕɯ-ÐÈÎÈÙÈɯ%ÈÓÓÚȮɯÞÈÚɯÈÚɯÌßÊÐÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯ

last year. The collaborative effort by the BNA and the 

Niagara Frontier Coin Club was enjoyed by more than one 

thousand guests during the three-day event. Many thanks to 

those of you that helped process those guests through the 

reception area, and sold raffle tickets.  

          Jim Bucki, our Scouting coordinator, out did himself, 

again. It appears, all the scouts who came, left with a better 

than average knowledge of coin collecting, after 

participating in the Merit badge program provided by Jim 

and our honored guest Patricia Finner, vice-president of the 

ANA. Patty has graciously agre ed to consider coming to our 

fall convention in October to assist in the Merit Badge 

Program for our area scouts once again.  

          We truly live in a wonderful area of our country. The 

people here are always willing to donate their time (from the 

BNA and NFCC) and our dealers are most generous with 

Ɂ×ÙÐáÌÚɂɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯÊÖÐÕɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ6-8ɯÈÙÌÈȭɯ6Ìɯ

had enough prizes donated to do ½ hourly drawings over 

the three-day period and that did not include all the 

donations supplied by the dealers and club members for the 

scouts. 

          A special thanks to all who entered the wonderful 

exhibits for our show. Anyone who did not stop by to 

ÞÐÛÕÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙÝÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÈɯɁ'ÖÉÖɂɯÕÐÊÒÌÓɯÉàɯ#ÈÝÐËɯ!ÖÜÓÈàɯÔÈàɯ

get a second chance at our next spring convention. He is a 

great guy, a talented carver and willing to share his craft. 

3ÐÔɯ1ÌÛáÌÙɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÊÐ×ÐÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ#ÈÝÌɀÚɯÊÈÙÝÐÕÎɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ

ÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÈɯɁ'ÖÉÖɂɯ-ickel of his own.  

          The spring convention raffle did well.  We had many 

happy winners. It lo oks like everyone liked the idea of 

limiting the tickets to fifteen hundred, for the drawing. 

Fewer tickets to fill out , for most of us.  First prize: a ten-

dollar gold piece, went to Louis Russo.  Second prize: a five-

dollar gold piece, went to Eric Carr. Third prize: five silver 

dollars, went to Frank Orlikowski. Fourth thru tenth prize: a 

silver dollar went to Eric Kendall, Patrick Johnson, Don 

2ÐÌÉÌÙȮɯ#ÈÝÐËɯ#ÜÌÕÎÍÌÓËÌÙȮɯÈɯɁ!ÈÒÌÙɯÈɯÛɯ3Ö×ÚɂȮɯ&ÌÕÌɯ,ÐÓÓÌÙȮɯ

and Lou Montesano. Walter Zygmunt, of Depew, was the  

ÞÐÕÕÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ'ÖÉÖɂɯ-ickel carved and donated by David 

Boulay. Many thanks to all, from the BNA and the NFCC 

along with their family and friends  who participated. 

Without your continued support we would not be able to 

further the coin collecting hobby. Hope to see you at the next 

meeting, May 22.. . . and bring your friends!  

 ×ÙÐÓɯƖƔƔƜȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯɯÉàɯ*ÈÛÏàɯ"ÜÙr 

 
 

1000 Islands Show  

  ×ÙÐÓɯƖƔƔƜȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯɯÉàɯ3ȭɯ ÓÈÕɯ3ÖÔÐÓÖ 

 
 
(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÖÖɯÌÈÙÓàɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯƕƔƔƔɯ(ÚÓÈÕËÚɯ

Show in Clayton, N.Y. on July 26 ɬ 27.  Clayton is 

approximately a four hour drive from Buffalo.  The show 

has many collectibles to offer like, sports cards, postcards, 

coins, stamps, gems & minerals.  One show I attended a 

few years ago had old railroad memorabilia, the old 

padlocks were interesting to look at.  

The 1000 Island area has a lot to offer.  Consider staying 

overnight and visiting some of the area sites.  Boldt Castle 

is just down the road near Alexandria Bay.  There are 

several boat tours that will take you on a cruise around the 

St. Lawrence River to view some of the islands, Uncle 

2ÈÔɀÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÚÛÐÊÒÚɯÐÕɯÔàɯÔÐÕËȭɯɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÊÙÖÚÚɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ2Ûȭɯ

Lawrence River and go to Wellesley Island you will  find a 

beautiful State Park with hiking trails, a nature center, 

several boat launches and a small beach.  Further down the 

road is a small Victorian community called 1000 Island 

Park.  The pavilion provides a great place to watch the sun 

set over the river with an ice cream cone from the Guzzle. 

(ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÈɯÍÐÚÏÌÙÔÈÕȮɯÉÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÎÌÈÙȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÈɯÓÖÛɯ

of action in the river.  Visit:  
 www.1000islands-clayton.com/ 
   Or 
www.1000islands.com/alexbay/ 

 

http://www.1000islands-clayton.com/
http://www.1000islands.com/alexbay/
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